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Six Easy Pieces: Essentials of Physics Explained by Its Most Brilliant Teacher is a publishing first.

This set couples a book containing the six easiest chapters from Richard Feynmanâ€™s landmark

work, Lectures on Physics&#151;specifically designed for the general, non-scientist

reader&#151;with the actual recordings of the late, great physicist delivering the lectures on which

the chapters are based. Nobel Laureate Feynman gave these lectures just once, to a group of

Caltech undergraduates in 1961 and 1962, and these newly released recordings allow you to

experience one of the Twentieth Centuryâ€™s greatest minds&#151;as if you were right there in the

classroom. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.
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I have heard of Feynman's collection of physics lectures for a long time and had intended reading

them "one of these days" but never seemed to get to it. When a couple of friends and I formed a

book club to discuss science and other types of expository prose, and one of them suggested this

book, I decided "this is the day."In reading Six Easy Pieces, I had a distinct sympathy with

Feynman's undergraduate students. The man's mind must have run at the speed of light, ideas just

firing off like gunshots. For a decade that had only reel to reel tape recorders, and big ones at that,

the only resort for the student taking notes would have to have been a strong skill at shorthand.I had

expected a more difficult and thorough book, but the author presents a very simple, almost too brief,

analysis of basic physics in this volume, which is a section of a larger text based on his lectures. In it

he illustrates the close association, even a basic underpinning, of other sciences by physics. He

notes relationships with earth sciences, particularly geology, with astronomy/cosmology, biology,



and chemistry in particular. What he doesn't do is go into very great detail on how these areas relate

to one another, his discussion of chemistry being the most thorough of them.The book is very short,

and the author spends much of it on the history and relationships of physics as a science. It is more

like a general introduction written to preface material presented later in the course. He does a nice

job of explaining the issue of particle/wave duality in electromagnetic and other waves in the final

chapter of the book, which also suggests that the bulk of the book is "introductory" in nature and that

more is to come later.
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